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from their covert, and attempt to retreat to where we supposed
their canoes were left, some three or four miles distant, in which
case wa were firmly determined to rush upon them, and endeavor
to cut them totally off. The men generally evinced the greatest
bravery during the whole engagement. Night now coming on,
and having heard the reports of half a dozen or so of guns in the
direction of the fort, by a few Indians who rushed out from the
woods skirting Bob’s Creek, not more than forty rods from the
north end of the fort. This movement on the part of the few In-
dians who had escaped when the others took refuge in the Sink-
Hole, was evidently designed to divert the attention of the whites,
and alarm them for the safety of the fort, and thus effectnally re-
lieve the Indians in the Sink-Hole. This was the result, for Capt.
Musick and men retired to the fort, carrying the dead and
wounded, and made every preparation to repel a night attack.
As the Mississippi was quite high, with much back water over the
low grounds, the approach of the enemy was thus facilitated, and,
it was feared, a large Indian force was at hand. The people were
always more appreliensive of danger at a time when the river was
swollen, than when at its ordinary stage.

The men in the fort were mostly up all night, ready for resis-
tance, if necessary. There was no physician at the fort, and
much effort was made to set some broken bones. There was a well
in the fort, and provisions and ammunition sufficient to sustain a
pretty formidable attack. The women were greatly alarmed, press-
ing their infants to their bosoms, fearing they might not be per-
mitted to behold another morning’s light; but the night passed
away without seeing or hearing an Indian. The next morning a
party went to the Sink-Hole, and found the Indians gone, who had
carried off all their dead and wounded, except five dead bodies
left on the northwest bank of the Sink-Hole; and bv the sions of
blood within the Sink-Hele it was judged that well nich thirty of
the enemy must have been killed and wounded. Lieut. Drake-
ford Gray’s report of the affair, made eight of our party killed,
one missing, and five wounded—making a total of fourteen;



